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Group Discussion Questions 

1. How did the Holy Spirit speak to you through the teaching and bible passage this week? 
 
 
 

2. Why should our sure hope in justification by faith in Jesus cause us to rejoice in trials? 
 
 
 

3. Why should all Christians expect to suffer and go through trials? 
 
 
 

4. Pastor Jacob said that “the heart of a Christian is one that moves up to heaven when it is squeezed”. What does this 
mean? What does the heart of an unbeliever do when it is squeezed? 
 
 
 

5. Why does the bible call the hardships of life “trials”? 
 
 
 

6. Please define what is meant by “endurance” in verses 3 and 4. What is some fruit seen in people who have not gone 
through trials? What is some fruit in Christians who have gone through trials?  
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7. What is the meaning of the Greek word translated “character” in verse 4? 
 
 
 

8. Since the Scriptures do not offer us a way out of suffering in this life, what do they offer as guidance during times of 
suffering? 
 
 
 

9. Why was David so confident to fight Goliath? What should we learn from him for our own trials? 
 
 
 

10.   Christians should view and experience suffering differently than unbelievers. According to verse 5, what is the 
difference? How does the Spirit’s presence in Christians make our suffering lead to life instead of death? 


